
Eschatodelia 
 

Technology is a way of revealing. . . . It is the realm of revealing, i.e., of truth.1 

 

Our greatness will appeer 
Then most conspicuous, when great things of small, 
Useful of hurtful, prosperous of adverse 
We can create . . . 
. . . 

and build up here 
A growing Empire2 

 

Heidegger was hardly so sanguine about techno-empire as evidently were Field Marshal 

Mammon and der Rebellenführer, inventor of artillery.  Heidegger lays it down that “The basic 

form of appearance in which the will to will [der Wille zum Willen3] arranges and calculates itself 

in the unhistorical [Ungeschichtlichen] element of the world of completed [vollendeten] 

metaphysics can be stringently called ‘technology’ [»die Technik«].”4 And die Technik, he says, 

“rages about in the ‘world’ today like an unshackled beast [entfesselte Bestie].”5  “Before Being 

can occur in its primal truth, Being as the will must be broken, the world must be forced to 

collapse and the earth must be driven to desolation, and man to mere labor. . . . The still hidden 

truth of Being is withheld from metaphysical [technological] humanity.  The laboring animal is 

left to the giddy whirl of its products so that it may tear itself to pieces [zerreiße] and annihilate 

itself in empty nothingness [in das nichtige Nichts vernichte].”6 

 

The processes of technological self-annihilation at global scale would generate an outsized 

‘technosignature,’ as planetologists call it.   And because the technosignature of any 

exoplanetary civilization would be detectable here at home only by our technology, one senses 

something of a Technik ruft nach Technik theme (‘Kilroy was here’) immanent in David Kipping’s 

recent paper “The Eschatian Hypothesis.” There he proposes that “the first confirmed detection 

6 https://www.beyng.com/gaselis/?vol=7&pg=71 .   

5 The Metaphysical Foundations of Logic (tr. Michael Heim 1984) 215; GA 26:279: 
https://www.beyng.com/gaselis/?vol=26.00&pg=279 .  

4 https://www.beyng.com/gaselis/?vol=7&pg=78 . 

3 Cf. Schopenhauer: “every human being has purposes and motives according to which he directs his actions and is 
at any time able to account for his individual doings.  But if he were asked why he wills at all, or why he has a will to 
exist at all, he would have no answer; rather, the question would appear absurd to him.  And precisely herein his 
consciousness would really pronounce the fact that he himself is nothing but will, whose willing something or other 
thus goes without saying and only calls for finer determination by motives in his individual acts at any point in time.  
In fact the absence of all goals, of all boundaries, belongs to the essence of will in itself, which is an endless 
striving.”  The World as Will and Presentation, Vol. One (tr. Richard E. Aquila with David Carus 2008) 2nd Book, § 29.  

2 Paradise Lost II.257-260, 314-315: https://milton.host.dartmouth.edu/reading_room/pl/book_2/text.shtml . 

1 Martin Heidegger, “The Question Concerning Technology” (tr. William Lovitt 1977) 12.  Gesammtausgabe Band 
7:13: https://www.beyng.com/gaselis/?vol=7&pg=13 . 
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of an extraterrestrial technological civilization [ETTC] is most likely to be an atypical example, 

one that is unusually ‘loud’ (i.e., producing an anomalously strong technosignature), and 

plausibly in a transitory, unstable, or even terminal phase.”7  

 

Observational bias, Kipping explains, “is a powerful and familiar force in astronomy. . . . One 

merely needs to look up at the night sky to note that approximately a third of the naked-eye 

stars are evolved giants, despite the fact that less than one percent of stars are in such a state.”  

Another example is the supernova, a rare event per galaxy.  Yet astronomers observe thousands 

of supernovae every year8 because “they are so damn bright”9 (also there are so damn many 

galaxies; 10 to the eleventh power of them Guth said recently,10 on the order of 10 to the 

twelfth per Wikipedia). 

 

All technosignatures, writes Kipping, “represent some kind of departure from natural 

equilibrium.”  He presents a simple model to bolster the intuition from observation-bias that 

“the (presumably) rare examples of loud civilizations will truly be more likely to be detected 

against the backdrop of what is (presumably) a more abundant quiescent population [of ETTC].”  

He seeks thereby to motivate search strategies prioritizing “broad, anomalous transients – in 

flux, spectrum, or apparent motion – whose luminosities and timescales are difficult to 

reconcile with known astrophysical phenomena.”11  

 

In the event we ever do acquire cogent, unambiguous evidence of a death-shrieking ETTC then 

at the least it will show that such a departure from natural equilibrium is itself not unnatural; 

that an ETTC’s blowing up is a kind of mininova, something that happens from time to time ob 

rerum naturam. At (unlikely) best it will goose us into realizing that ‘It can happen here’ and 

undertaking a reorientation, the ‘homeostatic awakening’ of Wong and Bartlett’s discussion; 

viz.: 

 

“we hypothesize that once a planetary civilization transitions into a state that can be 
described as one virtually connected global city, it will face an ‘asymptotic burnout’, an 
ultimate crisis where the singularity-interval time scale becomes smaller than the time 
scale of innovation [needed to forestall burnout/collapse].  If a civilization develops the 
capability to understand its own trajectory [i.e., THEN A MIRACLE HAPPENS], it will have 
a window of time to affect a fundamental change to prioritize long-term homeostasis 

11 “The Eschatian Hypothesis” 2, 3. 

10 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pkv5fJneBzE&t=1251s at 8:45. 

9 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jSlbplt7GhA at 5:15. Also fun: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwTonaCa1nY . 

8 Recent record-breaking observation by JWST: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eqZQtrLKE3g . 

7 https://www.coolworldslab.com/_files/ugd/30a330_20398a1ff02647c083005854b654f6c1.pdf .  
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and well-being over unyielding growth—a consciously induced trajectory change or 
‘homeostatic awakening’.”12 

 

‘One virtually connected global city’ can be thought of as a supertechnology in its own right.  

Citing Bettencourt et al., Wong and Bartlett note that many properties of cities “are power law 

functions of population size with a superlinear scaling exponent of β > 1, rendering increasing 

returns with increasing size.”  The bigger a city gets the faster these properties get bigger.  

Biological metabolism, on the other hand, “scales as a function of size with a sublinear scaling 

exponent β < 1.”   The total energy consumption of cities also scales superlinearly as do their 

growth and wealth-production; they are “highly resilient dynamical entities,” 

supertechnologies.13 

 

A superlinear global civilization, in Wong and Bartlett’s analysis, “will march towards a 

singularity where energy resources can no longer sustain the trajectory of unbounded growth. . 

. . the collapse or regression of planetary civilizations can be momentarily avoided by 

innovation-related resets that only delay the inevitable. . . . these adaptations must occur at an 

ever-increasing pace.”14 

 

Wo aber Gefahr ist, wächst Das Rettende auch, maybe.  And the rescuing power in this context, 

as said before, begins as some sort of global awakening to the trajectory of unsustainable 

growth.  

 

In Wong and Bartlett’s formalism ∆twindow =  tburnout − tawakening .  So  ∆twindow < 0 implies the global 

civilization’s burning out before awakening.  If  the ratio ∆twindow /∆taccomplishment is greater than 0 

but ≤ 1, the civilization awakens to its plight but does not have sufficient time to accomplish the 

fundamental changeover, “a rewriting of the fabric of global civilization,” and burns out while 

14 “Asymptotic burnout and homeostatic awakening” § 2.3. “There’ll be a thousand ways to forget.  The heroes will 
go on, kicked upstairs to oversee the development of bright new middle-line personnel, and they will watch their 
system falling apart, watch those singularities begin to come more and more often, proclaiming another 
dispensation out of the tissue of old-fashioned time, and they’ll call it cancer, and just won’t know what things are 
coming to, or what’s the meaning of it all, Jimmy.”  Gravity’s Rainbow (1973).  

13 Id. § 1.3; citing https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.0610172104 .  Cf. “as long as there have been humans, 
we have also relied on social institutions to co-ordinate individual individual information-gathering and 
decision-making.  These institutions can themselves be thought of as a kind of technology.”  Henry Farrell et al., 
“Large language models are cultural and social technologies,” 387 Science 1153 (2025):  
https://www.alisongopnik.com/Papers_Alison/science.adt9819.pdf .  

12 Michael L. Wong and Stuart Bartlett, “Asymptotic burnout and homeostatic awakening: a possible solution to the 
Fermi paradox?” 19 J. R. Soc. Interface 29 
(2022):https://royalsocietypublishing.org/rsif/article/19/190/20220029/90126/Asymptotic-burnout-and-homeosta
tic-awakening-a . 
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trying (or simply gives up15).  If the ratio ∆twindow /∆taccomplishment is greater than one, the civilization 

awakens in time to accomplish the changeover and continues into a future of homeostatic 

existence. 

 

Consider ∆twindow = 0, wherein burnout and awakening coincide (tburnout = tawakening).  This is the 

tragic case.  Ἀναγνώρισις, Aristotle says, “is an exchange,” μεταβολή, “out of unknowing into 

knowing,” ἐξ ἀγνοίας εἰς γνῶσιν.  The most beautiful (καλλίστη) realization, he opines, “is 

when the ἀναγνώρισις and the reversal (περιπέτεια) coincide (as in Oedipus).”16  I.e., clear 

vision of ‘the truth of the matter’ comes just at the inflection point of reversal, new heading 

dead south. We can project from Aristotle’s exposition that the content of the ἀναγνώρισις at 

the co-occurrence of burnout and awakening is the γνῶσις that the wakeneds’ glorious arete, 

their greatness conspicuous even unto exo-Daseins across the universe, is their fatal hamartia; 

that their Darwin’s curse has wrought its thing.17  

 

The art of tragedy contrives the ἀναγνώρισις to happen in a moment of illumination, an 

Augenblick.  By contrast it’s altogether implausible that homeostatic awakening of an entire 

global civilization would occur everywhere all at once.  It would more plausibly be a case of, in 

Wittgenstein’s trope, ‘light dawning gradually over the whole.’ In the case ∆twindow = 0, the 

civilization is already in the throes of terminal burnout and precisely then sensing, to use 

Heidegger’s term, its Vorbei, ‘over-with.’  Sensing that the primal truth of being is »es endet«.  

 

 

 

DCW 03/02/2026 

17 “After the lapse of time, under changing conditions of life, if any part comes to be injurious, it will be modified; or 
if it be not so, the being will become extinct, as myriads have become extinct.”  Origin (1859) 201. 

16 Poetics 1452a 29 et seq.  My go-to exegesis of the relevant terms is F. L. Lucas, “The Reverse of Aristotle,” 37 The 
Classical Review 98-104 (1923). 

15 “Or sometimes a species just winds down. . . . Maybe something clicks in their heads and they just know or they 
intuit. The futility of the entire enterprise. Who knows, right?”  Bugonia (dir. Yorgos Lanthimos 2025). 
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